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Background and objectives: In recent years, due to human concerns about the
emergence of antibiotic-resistant bacteria strain, especial attention has been paid to
plant essential oil and extracts as replacer for growth promoter antibiotics. The
results of in vitro studies have shown that essential oils and their constituents have
the potential to alter ruminal fermentation and improve energy utilization in
ruminants. One of the plants that has been recently considered is cinnamon with the
scientific name of Cinnamomum verum. Therefore, this experiment was performed
to investigate the effect of cinnamon essential oil on performance, nutrient
digestibility and rumen fermentation in feedlot lambs.

Material and methods: This experiment was carried out in a repeated
measurement design (three one-month periods) with four treatments in a completely
randomized design with using 20 Kurdish male lambs (n=5, average weight of
26.15 + 4.06 Kkg) in the research farm of the faculty of Agriculture at University of
Kurdistan. Treatments were: 1) Basal diet without cinnamon essential oil (control),
2) Basal diet plus 0.5 ml of cinnamon essential oil per head per day, 3) Basal diet
plus 1 ml of cinnamon essential oil per head per day and 4) Basal diet plus 2 ml of
cinnamon essential oil. Lambs were fed 2x /d at 0730 and 1800 with the daily
essential oil dose provided at the 0730 feeding. Lambs BW was recorded before the
morning feeding on d 0 and again on d 24 of every period using a digital scale. To
determine the amount of dry matter intake, the amount of supplied feed and its
residue was measured daily for each animal during the last week of every period.
Nutrients digestibility was measured by acid-insoluble ash as internal marker. On
the 24™ day of each period, 4h after morning feeding rumen liquid samples were
taken from lambs to measure NH3-N, pH and volatile fatty acids concentration.

Background and objectives: Quantitative and qualitative knowledge of
unknown alternative sources of feed in animal nutrition as well as their
consumption methods in the diet can be of great importance. Due to the
climatic conditions and the altitude above the sea level, the northern areas of
the Zagros mountain range, from Talash forests to Gorgan forests, which are
home to several species of oak trees; The use of oak tree fruit due to its
nutritious compounds and relying on the appropriate processing method to
reduce anti-nutritional compounds and increase its digestibility, has the
potential to be investigated in the discussion of feeding livestock. Therefore,
the aim of this study was to investigate the effect of different levels of oak
fruit processed with sodium hydroxide and urea on performance, apparent
digestibility of nutrients, quantitative and qualitative traits of the carcass and
some blood parameters of Zell fattening male lambs.




Materials and methods: To perform this study, 20 fattening Zell and
Atabai mixed lambs with a mean age of 5.5+0.38 months and an initial
weight of 27+0.4 kg were used in a completely random design for 90 days.
The experimental treatments included the control group (fed with a diet
without oak fruit and polyethylene glycol) and treatments containing levels
of 10, 20 and 40% in the dry matter of oak fruit processed with sodium
hydroxide and urea. The feed consumed by the lambs was in the form total
mixed ration at the level of appetite on two occasions (at 8:00 and 17:00).
The oak fruit (Quercus castaneifolia) used in this research was collected in
the late summer and early autumn from oak trees of the Bolandmazo
species, Mazandaran province, Sari city. Experimental animals were
weighed every 14 days with 12 hours of feed deprivation. Apparent
digestibility of feed nutrients was determined by acid insoluble ash method
on days 85-90 of the experiment. To measure the quantitative and
qualitative traits of the carcass at the end of the 90th day of the experiment
and after 24 hours of the last feed weighing, 3 lambs were selected from
each treatment and killed after 12 hours of feed deprivation. To determine
blood parameters at the end of the experiment, 3 to 4 hours after feeding,
blood was taken from the jugular vein of the lambs using vacuum tubes
containing anticoagulant.

Results: The results of the growth performance showed that the treatment
of 40% of processed oak fruit significantly had the highest amount of dry
matter intke (1.77 kg), daily weight gain (244.3 g), final weight (49.10 kg)
and also the lowest feed conversion ratio (7.25) (P<0.05). The results of
apparent digestibility of nutrients showed that there was a significant
difference between experimental treatments in terms of apparent
digestibility of crude protein and NDF (P<0.05). The highest apparent
digestibility of crude protein (77.89 %) and NDF (66.27 %) was observed
in the treatment of 20% and 40% of processed oak fruit, respectively. The
results of some blood parameters showed that there was a significant
difference in the concentration of blood glucose and urea nitrogen between
the experimental treatments (P<0.05). The highest concentration of blood
serum glucose (73.24 mg/dl) was observed in the treatment of 40%
processed oak fruit. In blood urea nitrogen concentration, the control group
had the highest concentration (37.33 mg/dl) and the 40% processed oak
fruit treatment (31.04 mg/dl) had the lowest concentration. In quantitative
and qualitative characteristics of the carcass, the highest slaughter weight
(49.10 kq), hot carcass weight (24.66 kg), cold carcass weight (24.10 kg),
Leg (34.24) and Shoulder percentage (20.66) were found in the treatment of
40% processed oak fruit and the highest carcass yield (49.66 %) was found
in the treatment of 20% processed oak fruit (P<0.05).

Conclusion: The general results of the present study showed that the
fattening end weight, daily weight gain, dry matter intake, lowest feed
conversion ratio, as well as valuable parts of the carcass in fattening lambs
were improved by consuming 40% processed oak fruit treatment. Apparent
digestibility of raw protein and NDF was improved by using 20% and 40%
levels of processed oak fruit, respectively.
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Table 2- Chemical and phenolic composition of raw oak fruit and processed by sodium hydroxide and
urea method (% dry matter)
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Table 3- The effect of experimental treatments on growth performance of fattening lambs
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(o S S) sl 03
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Initial weight (kg)
(. S4S) e 05
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Dry matter intke (g)
Sy 5 g8
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Feed conversion ratio
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Means within same row with different superscripts differ (P<0.05)
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Table 4- Effects of experimental treatments on the apparent digestibility of nutrients in experimental diets (%)
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ADF .
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Means within same row with different superscripts differ (P<0.05)
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Table 5- Effect of experimental treatments on some blood parameters and liver enzymes of fattening lambs
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P-Value T 40 20 10 (0% oak fruit)
SEM Control
0012 204  7324° 69.47° 63.33% 55,200 (A 02 05 o) 558
Glucose (mg/dL)
0594 444 5660 6320  60.33 55.70 (i 02 05 k) b8 s 28
Total cholesterol (mg/dL)
0.175 193 2433 2511 2120 20.66 (s 22 5 ) el 55
Triglycerides (mg/dL)
. S ko) 055 lossl 035,
0025 098  31.04> 3L66° 34.24 37.33 (A 52 05 o) 052 Shossl 035
BUN (mg/dL) ]
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Gad 53 dl) (ALT) 5l aus 5 gl il
0.758 4.24 1933 2323 20.04 22.16 Alanine aminotransferase (units per
liter)
(a3 a1g) (AST) 51l 3 el Ll
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Aspartate aminotransferase (units per
liter)
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Means within same row with different superscripts differ (P<0.05)
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Table 6- Effect of experimental treatments on quantitative and qualitative traits of fattening lamb carcasses

s sl (Kis o3be 3 Ao )s) Lsls o gue e C}Ja.jé
IRHEN Different levels of oak fruit (% dry matter) Slio
Sola e LS ‘e Y Ve (bshs 0500 BLE) als Items
P-Value T 0 ;
SEM 40 20 10 Control (0% oak fruit)
0.034 039  49.10° 48.00° 46.66° 46.10° (p5 ) s 05
Slaughter weight (kg)
0.011 054 24660 24048 23.34° 21.24 (¢S50 05 &30 055
Hot carcass weight (kg)
0.010 044 24100 2384° 22.10° 21.00° (p 5 ) 2 U 055
Cold carcass weight (kg)
0.026 063 4908 49.66° A47.35 45.56° (hs) SUesl
Carcass efficiency
0025 074 34247 34000 32.11% 2933 (h252) Oy
Leg (%)
0.011 051 20667 2033 18.24 17.19b (4052) o o
Shoulder (%)
0.269 0.24 6.66 6.33  6.24 5.55 (ho2) 025
Neck (%)
i8S slerd S S
Chemical composition of meat
0.259 122 4642 4432 4478 42.90 (o2) Kot aale
Dry matter (%)
0.126 0.98 21.33 2025 19.90 19.21 (“”)_ ot
Protein (%)
0.530 110 2274 2133 2224 20.92 (2259) 53l ool
Ether extract (%)
0.843 019 235 274 264 2.77 (h3) St
Ash (%)
0654 027 647 635 666 6.45 pH

(P<e/00) sl o s pre sl Slls S ndia b Gy b s o e Kile
Means within same row with different superscripts differ (P<0.05)
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